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Artifact 1: Association for Counselor Education and Supervision 2015 Submission 

This artifact is a program submission currently under review for the 2015 Association for 
Counselor Education and Supervision (ACES) national conference in October 2015.  Program 
proposals were due at the end of January 2015 and announcements about program acceptance are 
expected in June 2015.  ACES is the primary professional organization for counselor educators 
and others engaged in the training of counselors.  

Title: Using community-based learning assignments to cultivate counselor community 
engagement 

Program description: This presentation is offered to encourage counselor educators to consider 
the benefits and challenges of using of community-based learning assignments as a tool to 
facilitate student learning through early engagement in the communities in which they will 
practice.  

To effectively work and advocate with clients, counselors must be aware of the complex 
contextual issues in the communities in which clients live. The best way to gain an understanding 
of these issues is to engage collaboratively in the community. Community-based learning 
assignments allow for application of theoretical concepts, facilitation of multicultural 
competence development, and connection of the “knowing” to the “doing”. They provide a 
personal experience to material that is often seen as abstract, and they require students to develop 
collaborative relationships with community partners by identifying and addressing complex 
needs.  

I plan to discuss a community-based outreach project assignment, as well as opportunities and 
challenges of incorporating community-based learning experiences into coursework. The goal is 
to facilitate discussion of how participants can incorporate community-based outreach and 
learning practices into their curriculum.  

The presentation topic is tied to the conference theme since acknowledging diverse perspectives 
is at the core of community-based learning. By infusing CBL into counseling curriculum, 
communities (often under-served and under-funded agencies and clients) are provided a service 
while students experience civic engagement, awareness of diversity, political awareness, and 
“real-world” application to what they are learning in their classroom.   

Learning objectives: Participants will be able to: 
1.) Describe three terms related to community-based learning 2.) Summarize the benefits and 
potential challenges of incorporating community-based learning assignments in counseling 
curriculum.  3.) Identify two action steps for the development of effective community-based 
learning assignments in counseling courses. 
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Conference program guide description: To effectively work with and advocate with clients, 
counselors must be aware of the complex contextual issues in the clients’ communities. This 
presentation is offered to encourage counselor educators to consider the benefits and challenges 
of using of community-based learning assignments as a tool to facilitate student learning through 
early engagement in the communities in which they will practice. Examples of community-based 
outreach assignments will be provided along with the learning outcomes, student feedback, and 
resources for developing community-based projects.  
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